Newsiedl, one of a series of
40-odd lakes in the region
which provide the long,
humid ;ulumn;ll o;und.itiulu
ideal for noble rot, or the

: Hiwtanf Litemann/ CEPHAS

furigus  bBotrylis  comerea,
During ceol antunmn evenings,
evaporation from the lakes Kracher Grand Cevbe TBA
creares a heavy fog, which .10 Nowselle Vagae 1098
covers the arca until midday Kracher Traminer TRA Heud
when the strong  sunlght Mouvelle Vague 1598
bums through. This "annual Krache: Weischriesling TRA
wift” as he calls i, gives the o, 11 Zwisher Den Seen
reghon a unique macroclinare Kracher Welschriesing TBA
that is icdeal for the produsction Noud Nouvelle Vague 1998
of batrytis, Kracher Welschriesing TBA
It takes racher more than Nob Zwisther Dea Seen
good growing conditions o Kracher 2weiget Rosé TRA
produce wines of this quality, No. 1 Nouvelle Vages 1998
however, and  Kracher s
not almid o experiment. BROMNZE
He blends Chardonmay and Kracher Chardonnay TBA
Webschriesling o create his No.2 Nouvetle Vagusa 1998
‘Nouvelle Vague (now wave) Kracher Muscal Ditened TBA
wittes, which are fermented in No.5 Fwischer DeaSeen
new ok and based on aged Kracher Scheursbe TEA
varietics, while his *Zwischen Ne. 12 Zwisther Den Seen
den Seen’ (berween the kakes) Krachar Scheursbe TRAND.3
wines -are maore traditional, Twtscher Den Seen 1598
vinified in old casks, dessgned 1o express
the simgulanty of grapes such as Scheurehe SEAL OF APPROVAL
ang Traminer. The last category in his Kracher Chasdonnay TBA
range i the "Grand Cuvée”, produced in No.13 Pwisthin Dun Saen
S, weee wine alicionados are used to secing this - the bes vintages 1o reprosent the winery Krachir Chasdonnay TBA
. mame in lights — 2001 has Alos Kracher  and the vinmge a5 2 wine wath optimal No.ONouvaile Vages 1938

0 collecing his-fifth wine maker of the year
W - ward i less than 2 decade [wehire wine maker
of the vear 1994; fate harvess wine maker of the year
1997 and 1998 sweet wine maker of the year 20007

Kracher has never been shy of breaking convention.
He began wizh only o parr-time interest, maingaining o
full-gime jobin the pharmaceuticalindustry while raking
over from his father in the vineyard in 1981,
Unbelisvably, given his current dominacon of this
category, he didn’t commit himsedf fully 1o Hfe as a
dessers wine maker until 1991, Noe bad progress.

Kracher alio wins accolades for his red and white
wines, and has recently cstablished a {oine venrure with
Manired Krankl in California to experiment with
Eitwen, among other things. At the moment, though,
he sill recerves the loudéss applause for his uncuons,
botrytised  Beerenaudese and  Treckenbeerenauslese
sweetics. He mscdestly atriboses his success to the hoca-
tiog and climate of his vineyards, and w having the
bemefivof his faahers wine making expertise,

Situated in eastern Austria near Hungary, Kracher's
vinevards Be close to the banks of the shallow Like
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concentration and balancoe.

Kracher is renowned for maintining
tight control over every step of his wine making process,
He decides on o case-by-case basis which wines are
syited ro fermentation in which barrels, how much time

Kracher attributes his success to the location

and climate of his vineyards, and to the

benefit of his father’s wine making expertise

each should spend on the bees, and whether wines should
be racked into more new oak ar sexindess steel tanks.

His fans are just Jucky thar he didn’t pay this same
depree of amention to carky erities; whe in 1981 wrongly
doubsed the young Kracher's claims that one day his
sweet wines would be amoeg the best in the woeld,
Critics are singing another tne now: Plerre-Antoine
Rovani in Robert Parkers Wine Bueyer’s Gueide cries: ‘A
few vears ago, Alois Kracher burst into my life like an
aie-raied sinen during o peaceful nap.” Quite. ..

Winemagazine - Oktober 2000




